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A central role of the military is to provide security and 

maintain peace. Therefore, it is necessary and expedient 

to deal with the theoretical fundamentals of peace and 

violent conflicts. This was also the guiding principle of 

the Institute for Peace Support and Conflict Manage-

ment when it was founded 20 years ago. And this goal 

has not changed at all. The necessity to deal with more-

and-more complex conflict situations in a systematic 

manner has even increased. 

The Institute primarily generates its broad specialised 

knowledge by systematically combining regional exper-

tise, security policy competence and specific knowledge 

of international crisis and conflict management. 

By also contributing to numerous national and inter-

national research networks, the Institute has been able 

to establish a centre of excellence in the field of 

security policy analysis. By now, the Institute has 

managed to be recognised as a think tank at the state 

level. 

On the basis of general as well as demand-based 

expertise the Institute performs its three key tasks: 

policy advice, lectures and public relations. In doing so, 

precision and comprehensibility are called for. www.facebook.com/lvak.ifk 
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Videoblog “Feichtinger kompakt” 

www.bundesheer.at/ifk 

Security policy events determine our daily routine, but 

most of the time uncertainty and confusion prevail. No 

wonder, since security policy and armed conflicts are 

highly complex matters. In order to shed some light, the 

Institute has started the videoblog project “Feichtinger 

kompakt”. 

In March 2017, the first video went online, and so far 

more than 50 videos on diverse topics have been made 

available to the public. In these approximately five-

minute clips, the Head of the Institute, Brigadier Walter 

Feichtinger, provides concise analyses of current con-

flicts and events and gives strategic background infor-

mation. In doing so, he relies on an extensive team of 

experts from among the Institute or the MoD. 

With the videoblog, the Institute for Peace Support and 

Conflict Management is exploring a new avenue in relea-

sing serious information 

to an interested public. 

The vivid feedback not 

only from Austria but from 

all over the world proves 

us right.  

http://bit.ly/2mvOhgD 

Head of the Institute 
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has his focus on the social and security 

policy processes of conflict transformation 

and peace consolidation, especially in 

South-Eastern Europe, i.e. the Western 

Balkans, considering that he has coordinated an inter-

national study group. Other important topic areas are 

the application of scenario-techniques in conflict 

research and of analysis tools in evaluating international 

crisis and conflict management. 

conducts his research in the field of con-

flict and threat scenarios as well as on 

violent actors in international crisis and 

conflict management with a focus on 

transnational terrorism and future threat scenarios. He 

is currently focusing on theoretical concepts of hybrid  

threats and security policy challenges caused by new 

technologies as for example artificial intelligence and 

autonomous systems. 

is researching and publishing on innova-

tive concepts and models for international 

peace support operations and conflict 

transformation in Afghanistan. He has a 

special interest in civil-military interaction, whole-of-

nation approaches as well as the role of armed forces, 

NGOs and other non-state actors in stabilisation scena-

rios. Fact finding missions in Afghanistan and its strate-

gic environment, e.g. as an EU election observer. 

His research investigates the role of 

armed forces in international conflict 

management and migration. The signifi-

cance of armed forces as a tool to main-

tain political control today is as great as ever. According 

to the Heidelberg Institute for International Conflict 

Research, violent conflicts are increasing, especially in 

Asia and Africa. Moreover, these conflicts are predomi-

nantly intra-state conflicts. 

The motto of the National Defence Academy – “viribus 

unitis” or with united forces – is at the centre of the 

work of the Institute for Peacekeeping and Conflict 

Management (IFK). Thus, all 

organisational and scientific 

activities are based on inten-

sive and continuous exchange 

within the Institute. With joint 

forces we elaborate custo-

mised and modern publica-

tions, host events and con-

ferences in diverse formats, 

and in this way disseminate our findings. 

Our aim is to further enhance the Institute’s 

value to the Federal Ministry of Defence. 

In so doing, we engage in permanent 

exchange with all potential users to fit our 

products to all possible requirements. There-

fore, it is particularly rele-

vant to plan ahead, identify 

interrelations and to  resent 

them in a comprehensible 

manner. We accomplish 

these objectives by means of 

our profound knowledge and 

staying at the pulse of the 

action. 

The Institute’s goal is to function as a think tank and a 

talent factory. The results of our research are widely 

known. It is less known, however, that so far over 170 

young university graduates 

working as interns at our 

Institute have been able to 

get valuable insights into 

applied security policy re-

search. There is nothing com-

parable in Austria that comes 

close. These scientists eventu-

ally made careers and today 

make up a national and international net-

work that we call Future Strategists Hub. 

Acquiring knowledge is one side of the coin, 

disseminating our findings and knowledge is 

the other. Thus, in addition to our own pro-

ducts, there is a team of researchers that 

contributes to external 

publications, conducts 

background talks, gives 

interviews, writes guest 

commentaries and gives 

presentations. Rather than 

keeping our knowledge to 

ourselves, we make it acces-

sible in many different ways. 
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Harald Müller 

is researching on conflicts in Africa, local, 

regional and international conflict solution 

mechanisms as well as African security 

policies and their institutions. He is a 

member of several research networks and has repeated-

ly travelled to Africa to conduct study visits and field 

trips. In addition to his numerous publications on Africa 

he also holds presentations and seminars in 

Austria and abroad. 

His research deals with state and non-

state actors using violence in the Middle 

East focusing on Iran, Iraq, Turkey and the 

Kurdish issue. He places his focus on the 

justification why force is used and how the use of force 

is organised. This includes questions as to the role of 

ideologies, politisised identities and the strategies 

derived from them as well as the scientific analysis of 

the organisation and the activities of non-state actors. 

conducts research on political and econo-

mic developments in the Middle East and 

North Africa. His field of activity includes 

the analysis of international crisis and 

conflict management. Additional research focuses on 

the analysis of armed and security forces in the region, 

as well as state and non-state armed actors and 

entities. The economic policy analysis focuses on the 

Arabian Peninsula. 

researches on conflicts and international 

crisis and conflict management in the 

area of the former Soviet Union with a 

focus on Ukraine. His additional research 

covers Russian, Ukrainian and Belarusian security and 

foreign policy. His current project deals with conceptions 

of sovereignty of states and parastates in Russia's 

neighbourhood. Further research interests are doctrines 

of and developments in the Russian armed forces.  
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Research assistance 

and Institute management 

The team of five supports the Head of the 

Institute and the researchers in all planning, 

organisational, executive and administrative 

activities required to fulfill the Institute’s 

core tasks. 
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Robert Romano 

Werner Pack Ingrid Pauer 

Nicole Gruber 


